Ramsay calls for NCFH fundin

A STATE Liberal MP has called on his
Coalition colleagues in Canberra to find
funding for Hamilton's National Centre
for Farmer Health (NCFH) in this month’s
budget.

Upper House member for Western Victoria,
Simon Ramsay said the State Government
had pledged $250,000 towards the centre to
“complement a national approach to a national
problem” and urged the Abbott Government to
do the same.

The State Government contribution is
conditional on the Commonwealth chipping in
£750,000, with the centre needing $1 million

SIMON RAMSAY

in annual base funding to continue its work
beyond June this year.

Mr Ramsay’s plea came as the Nationals State
Conference in Benalla on Saturday considered
a motion from the party’s Lowan sub-branch
for the state and federal governments to match
funding to ensure the centre’s continuation.

Mr Ramsay declared himsellf a “strong
advocate™ for the ongoing funding of the centre
through the Western District Hospital Service.

“The centre works specifically to improve
the quality of life for Australia’s farming
community, in response to a disturbing trend
of poor physical and mental health in that
demographic of the community,” Mr Ramsay
said.

“In my previous life representing the farming
community, | was well aware of the work of
the Mational Centre of Farmer Health in the
sustainable farming family project.

“This was active during one of the worst
droughts Australia has seen. It was critical in
reducing the impact of high rates of depression
and suicides in our farming communities,” Mr
Ramsay said.

“Poor farmer health and incidence of disease is
high in the farming communities and the nature
of their work requires specific research and
programs to respond to this disturbing trend”.

Wammon MP Dan Tehan has declared his full
support for the centre.

Since 2012 he has lobbied for federal funding,
including arranging meetings in Canberra for
the centre to put its funding case directly to the
Health Minister and others.

“We have put in a lot of work and | am hopeful
that the upcoming budget will include funding
for the centre, however given the very high
levels of debt that the government has inherited
from the former Labor government it’s going to
be a very tough budget.

“Ciiven Mr Ramsay’s strong support for the
centre, | would politely suggest he focuses
on ensuring the State Government provides
funding for the centre, especially when we recall
it has been funded by the State Government
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since its inception.”

The centre has been operating since November
2008 as a parinership between the Westem
District Health Service and Deakin University.

But its future was plunged into doubt when the
State Government decided to scrap the centre’s
$1million in recurrent funding in its 2012-13
budget.

A spokesperson for Health Minister David
Davis, Ashley Gardiner accused the previous
Labor Govemment of “short-changing” the
centre by not agreeing to fund it beyond four
years.
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Motel Accommodated Coach Tours
‘Pick up and return to your home’

CAIRNS & THE GULF COUNTRY incl
LONGREACH, KARUMBA & BIRDSVILLE

25 days Srd July £9395
Highiights: Blawm. Stockman's Hall of Fame, Charters Towers,
Istand, Park, Australian Museum, Gresn Istand,

Sugar ’
Caims, Barier Reel, Daintree River Cruise, Kuranda Train and Sky Rail
Breakiast with the Birds, Port Doupias, Undara Lava Tubes, Gulfander Train
m.amarwwmm.wmmmmmm
Ranges, Burra, Renmark.

CAIRNS, LONGREACH & BARRIER REEF

12 days Brd July $5150
: Blackall,  Stockman's Hall of Fame, Charters Towers,
Magnetic Iskand, Park, Australian Museum, Grean 1sland

e anriet Fiee!, Daintree River Cruise, Kuranda Train and Sky Rail,

CAIRNS & THE GULF COUNTRY incl
KARUMEA & BIRDSVILLE
17 days 11th July $7185
Highlights: Green Iskand, Calms, Barrier Reef, Daintree River Cruisa,

Train and Sky Rail, Breakfast with the Birds, Port las, Undara
Lava Tubes, Gulttander Train Rice, Guif of Campentara Sumset Lruise,
Burketown, Mt ks, Brdsviie, Flinders Ranges, Buma, Renmark.
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share, Admissions, Meals and Alr Fares s per itineraries.

« Pick up and return to your hoeme.

« For bodkings or to request a full Rinerary that details the many bour
highlights, piease cantact Brendan's Australian Tours, Araral

Brendan’s Australian Tours

Toll Free 1800 981 187 / Ararat g
www.brendanstours.com.au ¢




