S0UTH-WEST  farmers  could  be
anknowingly at risk of inhaling voxic fumes
from tmctor cabins, acoanding 1o the Mational
Centre for Farmer Health {MCFH]

MNCFH ,ﬂ.gijuﬁ: clinkzcian, Rnchal YVearschuran
said through discusslons amd meetings with
farmers in Hamilion as pen of the MCFH
Agrisafe clinic, slofl discoversd many farmners
comld be misrznding their tractor fillers.

Teacwor cobips are fced with chamical flers
W probect against chemical sprays, argamic
duslgas and pollutants.

“We offer eccupational health and safety For
farmers, thal incliedes 2 number of things. par
af that s we gesess their furming aquipmend.”
5|Il.' saidl.

“We look al respratory equipment. hesting
pratection, masks and of course buill imo tha
wie'ne imeresied (o see whal they ne damg wath
1y fruchars
=g diseovered cha chemdenl Bliers in imctors
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BEM Walkenhorst of Tabor has made sure his iractor filter is working comectly, fo avoid the inhalanmn ol -t flrnes.

Farmers warned to beware
alr quallty iIN tractor cabins

i becaming a biL of & problem.”

Mz Verschuren sad some Al have on
indicesor cell that show farmers coloured beads
in filbers.

S s2id others did mot and nesd o be changed
afer a st pomber of service hours of & given
period af tme.

She zaid the beadds are made rom activated
alumini, which is podassium permanganale
irq;ln:gn.u:erl

"*Thiz means they chonpe colour From purpl:
1o brown o creamn a8 the corbon inoalse fiber
becomes safuragied wills wxic mareee.” she said

“When the beads wrn cream they are due 10 be
either reconditioned or replaced.

“Bur whot we are discovering many farmers
chin pod realise is after warning cream. ihe beods
them vemam e a bowaish-back colonr if tse
tracior i nol used for o whele

“Which means firmers can incamect 1y nsswme
the filier is siill active,”

e Werschuren  said mhaling  aiffercn
chemicals could ergute a ramge ol dillenmi

15

healilh rmsks depending which chemicals
being us=d

“Tt can be unkmown how bad it could be.
Inhafing these chemicals on o r'rr.'r|ucn|: bnsis is
obviously me going o bs good for you" she
sad.

“The ather concern i, farmers ean sit im Ghear
tracior and sproy for a number of hears so ol
waur inhading For all that time that™s nia good

“& kot af people asseme becanse they re sitting |
sy 're safe, bar thats not b

in o cabin gl
case.”
or ol least rechurged afier 400 hours of wee.
pocording o ahe due dote, i the indbcaior beads
havee tursed cream or 1f thére s amy coneein
regnrifing the performance af the filder.

Sheesnid there were three options when changing
the fiker. farmers could replace it themselves o
Bave tlse fhlser recosditioned of ey could scinl
the hiller away b be recomditioned

els Yerschuren said fillers should be changed .



